Campus Beauty Ministry
St. Elizabeth Seton is forming a new Campus Beauty Ministry. This ministry will be guided by this prayer of St. Elizabeth Seton “How sweet, the presence of Jesus to the longing, harassed soul! It is instant peace, and balm to every wound.”. We serve to promote fellowship, support the community and encourage all to grow in holiness as we ensure visitors to our Campus experience the glory of God and the majesty of His creation through beautiful, reflective spaces across the campus. This role uses the natural world—specifically living floral arrangements, seasonal landscaping, and sacred design—to foster an atmosphere of peace, prayer, and contemplation for parishioners and visitors.
The Campus Beauty Ministry will oversee the visual and natural aesthetics of the campus. This unique ministry blends practical horticulture and artistic floral design and ensures that both interior sacred spaces (Sanctuary, chapels, confessionals) and exterior reflection areas (SES Memorial Garden, Mary Garden) are meticulously kept and seasonally vibrant. 
There are two general capacities this Ministry encompasses are Liturgical & Sacred Space Floral Design as well as Campus Grounds & “Gardening for God” Projects
Liturgical & Sacred Space Floral Design
Ministers will use their gifts of creativity and design to create fresh floral arrangements for weekly Masses, holy days of obligation, and special liturgies (Christmas, Easter, etc). The USCCB has published an article titled “Faith and Flowers: Special rules to keep God’s house simply beautiful” which will be used as a guide for this aspect of the ministry.  A copy of this article may be found by following this link. 
Our sacred worship spaces will reflect alignment with the Liturgical Calendar by using visual themes (colors, plant choices, and branch work) to mirror the liturgical seasons (e.g., Advent greens, Lenten simplicity, Easter abundance).
Fresh seasonal arrangements and candles will be kept at the statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, and patron saints around campus.
Campus Grounds & "Gardening for God" Projects
Ministers will select, plant, and prune seasonal flowers, shrubs, and potted plants near main campus entrances to provide a welcoming, hospitable environment.
Ministers will ensure campus flora practices align closely with the stewardship principles found in Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si. 



Common Questions
Do I need to be an experienced gardener to be part of this ministry? 
No. You certainly do not have to be an experienced gardener to be a part of our ministry. If you enjoy the outdoors and some light physical activity, our ministry may be the right place for you.

What does the Campus Beauty Ministry do?
Members will oversee the visual and natural aesthetics of the campus. This unique ministry blends practical horticulture and artistic floral design and ensures that both interior sacred spaces and exterior reflection areas reflect a welcoming environment that facilitates visitors, in the words of St. Elizabeth Seton, “be attentive to the voice of grace.” 

Is this ministry only for women?
No. Men and women are both encouraged to consider serving.

Will training be provided?
Yes. Volunteers will receive guidance on the role and expectations, and will be provided approved Catholic liturgy resources to facilitate choices of flora. 

What kind of commitment is needed?
Commitment levels may vary depending on the needs of the parish and the availability of volunteers. 

Will volunteers need to complete background checks or Safe Environment requirements?
Yes, volunteers will be required to complete all parish and diocesan requirements appropriate for the role.

Who should I contact to learn more?
Please contact Dr. Kathy Goeppinger, Parish Liaison for Projects, through the parish office by emailing office@sescc.org.
